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and Sir Gooroodass's opinion was forwarded to
him. He fully agreed with the view taken by Sir
Gooroodass and the Nawab, acting on the advice, was
spared the loss of no less than Rs. 20,000. The
Nawab Nazim was so pleased with the result that
he made Sir Gooroodass a present of a costly watch
and chain which have been preserved in the
family as a valuable memento, coming as they did
from a great historical house which once ruled the
destinies of Bengal.

Sir Gooroodass told us that the Nawab Nazim
of Murshidabad was a very social man, pleasant in
conversation, extremely courteous and with a
good command over the English language. He
was a good rider too and could remain on horse-
back for six or seven hours without feeling tired.
He used to address Sir Gooroodass as "Gooroodass
Saheb." The Nawab Nazim was styled by his
officers and his people as "Pur Noor" meaning
"Full Moon." Sir Gooroodass took a gold mohur
with him as nazar on his first visit to the Nawab.
It was the custom with the Nawab to accept the
nazar from one whose acquaintance he wished to
cultivate; otherwise, the gold mohur was only
touched by him and returned. It so happened
that the "Full Moon" was not visible at the first
visit and Sir Gooroodass had to remain;content
, with an interview with his eldest and second sons.
He was,/however, more fortunate 0131 his second visit
and the. Nawab Nazim graciously accepted the
nazar. , Sir Gooroodass informed us that during-
lis.first visit, he saw a.gentleman sittiug with the-